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proper attention to her education and to the full and well-
rounded cultivation of womanly graces. The State hedged
itself about with the most rigid safeguards to preserve the
purity of the citizen blood. Stringent laws were passed
prohibiting any citizen-man from marrying a stranger-
woman, or any stranger-man from marrying a citizen-
woman. To enforce these laws, it was necessary to keep
the wives and daughters of the State within the narrow
bounds of the gynaeceum; and they were forbidden a
knowledge of public affairs, which would make them more
interesting to men. Hence the limitations of their culture
made it impossible for them to be in every sense the com-
panions of their husbands. But it is not natural for men
to be deprived of the sympathy and inspiration that is
found in association with cultivated women; hence there
was, especially in Athens, a peculiar sphere for the culti-
vated hetsera. The men of the city recognized the need
of feminine society in their recreations, in their political
life, and on military expeditions. The hetaera entered this
sphere, from which the citizen-woman was excluded.

A further reason for the predominance of hetairism is
seen in the artistic impulses of the Greek people. These
courtesans made an art of the life of pleasure. Cultivating
every feminine grace, carefully attentive to all the little
niceties of social intercourse, studying in every way how
to be agreeable to the men, adepts in conversation, devo-
tees of the Muses and the Graces, they knew how to
make their relations with men answer to all the impulses
of a beauty-loving people. And as the Greeks found aes-
thetic satisfaction in their masterpieces of prose and poetry,
in their works of architecture and sculpture and painting,
so they found it in their association with the hetaerae.

Owing to such conditions, there arose a most unnatu-
ral division of the admitted functions of woman in the